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Fourteen hand blown experimental vessels are shown at 
The Aram Gallery in Learning in Glass. The pieces are 
the result of a residency conducted between November 
2011 and April 2012 by seven international creatives and 
supported by Salviati, a Murano based manufacturer of 
blown glass, established in 1859. This research project 
called Breaking The Mould explored blowing glass into 
a variety of prototype moulds so as to investigate the 
possibilities of innovation in glass production.Each shown 
vessel was a collaborative effort between the Breaking the 
Mould team (BTM) and the accomplished glass blowers 
at Salviati. BTM spent a considerable time researching the 
methods employed by the factory workers, learning the 
basics of their traditional Venetian technique. It was only 
once they had understood the process that BTM began to 
identify areas of the method where experimentation could 
be introduced – learn first, experiment second.

This exhibition shows 14 examples of what can be 
achieved by varying one element in a making process – the 
mould. Materials such as ceramic wool, ceramic ribbon, 
ceramic tissue and carbon fibre were all used in the shaping 
of the glass. The diversity in these materials is grounded 
in the use of the same tools, furnace, soda-lime glass, oven 
and craftsmen as Salviati uses in the production of its 
commercial collections.

To put the results of BTMs research in context, The Aram 
Gallery has invited Salviati to display a selection of its 
production pieces alongside the experimental vessels. This 
naturally invites comparison and enables our audience to 
better understand what effect these prototype moulds have 
had. To illuminate further on how the piece were made, a 
video of each vessel being blown plays in the background 
of the exhibition.

The Aram Gallery is interested in the way designers 
think and work. We use this exhibition as a case study to 
understand how experimentation within the parameters of 
a refined process, can both lead to exciting outcomes and 
possibilities for future innovation.

Breaking the Mould is a project by:
AUT (Riccardo Berrone, Federico Bovara, Luca Coppola), 
Tommaso Cavallin, Chiara Onida, Anna Perugini, Dario 
Stellon, Matteo Stocco and Marco Zito.

AUT

Tommaso
Cavallin

Chiara Onida

Riccardo Berrone, Federico Bovara e Luca Coppola.
A collective working in the broad area of design, from 
communication to product design. AUT works on 
commissioned projects for Salviati, Centro Di, Odin Teatret, 
and carries on an independent research in the design field.
www.98800.org

Material scientist, he is an awarded private researcher in 
Innovative treatments for industrial products at CNR - 
ICIS (Padua, Italy). He teaches Polymeric Materials for 
Industrial Design at IUAV - University of Architecture and 
Industrial Design - in Venice, Italy.

London based designer, since 2005 she has been freelancing 
in product, exhibit, graphic design and branding for design 
studios, consultancies and private clients in UK and Italy. 
In 2010 she started developing personal projects, too, 
creating objects and prints that were exhibited in London, 
Stockholm, Milan, Berlin, Venice, Rome, Shanghai.
www.chiaraonida.com

Dario Stellon

Matteo Stocco

Senior Production Manager, he has been working at 
Salviati in Murano (Venice) for over 13 years. Has been 
coordinating projects by Karim Rashid, Tom Dixon, Ingo 
Maurer, Simon Moore, Nigel Coates, Ross Lovegrove.

Video maker and Artist, his practice combines 
the techniques of video making with the interaction 
design approach.
www.matteostocco.net

Marco ZitoGraduated in architecture in Venice in 1994, since 1996 
he has been teaching Industrial Design in the BA and MA 
courses of the Design University of Venice (IUAV). In 
1996 he set up his own design studio in Venice, working in 
product, interior and architecture. He works with Foscarini, 
Agape, Salviati, Olivetti, Lavazza, Plust, Deltacalor, Coin, 
Electrolux, Casamania, Gruppo Danieli, Fila, Viabizzuno.
www.marcozito.com

Anna PeruginiLondon based Italian Product Designer. After completing 
a BA in Industrial Design at ISIA in Rome, she graduated 
from the Master of Arts in Industrial Design at Central Saint 
Martin College of Art in 2010, has worked for Micheal Sodeau 
Partnership, Martino Gamper, Designit London.
www.annaperugini.com

www.breaking-the-mould.com

Director Zeev Aram
Curator Héloïse Parke

The Aram Gallery
110 Drury Lane 
(near Aldwych)
Covent Garden
London
WC2B 5SG

Monday - Saturday 
10am - 6pm
Thursday until 7 pm

gallery@thearamgallery.org
www.thearamgallery.org
0207 557 7526



Ex. 8

Ex. 7

Ex. 7
Glass blown over a polymer prototype.

Ex. 2a
Glass blown into a mould made in wood and 
ceramic ribbon.

Ex. 11 b
Vessel blown into a V-shape metal mould 
coverd with ceramic textile. 

Ex. 8
Vessel blown into an open-shape mould in 
ceramic textile.

Ex. 2a

Ex. 11 b
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